
APPLICATION FOR GRANT AID SUPPORT 

GILSTRAP CHARITY 

1. About Your Organisation

Organisation Name: 

Contact Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: 

Email Address: 

2. Project Description

Friends of Newark Castle and Victorian Gardens 

Charity Number: 1198387 

Sharon Morley 

9 Cardinal Hinsley Close, Newark 

NG24 4NQ Telephone No. 

Smorley09@hotmail.co.uk 

07720 

116868 

Please describe the nature of your project and its objectives: 

Nature of Project: 

Newark Castle and Victorian Gardens are a well-loved and significant historic site as 

well as a much-needed and well-used green space. Its Romanesque gatehouse is 

considered by Historic England to be one of the finest examples in the country, and, 

for over 900 years, the castle has stood as a key part of our local history. 

The Gilstrap Centre shares its location, and The Gilstrap Charity has previously 

supported the castle in developing education and learning opportunities through a 

King John exhibition and family participation through medieval fun days. 

The Newark Castle Gatehouse Project is an exciting and unique opportunity to bring 

the history of the site to life for local communities and tourists alike. The project will 

re-establish the castle at the heart of the town, reinstating the Romanesque 

gatehouse as the entrance and creating five new gallery spaces to tell the stories 

from within its walls. A roof top deck will provide incredible views of the surrounding 

area and highlight the strategic location of the castle. 

Improved accessibility is a key objective, and the project will install a lift to take 

people up to the first-floor level. A new learning space under the entrance bridge will 

enable a transformational approach to school visits and community events, and 

activity and will bring more people into contact with this important Newark site, 

increasing their curiosity about features of historical interest. 

The interpretation in the galleries will focus on the castle's Medieval heyday, 

exploring how local people would have been involved with the castle. It will also 

explore the stories of Bishop Alexander and King John. The interpretation will use an 

accessible and family-friendly mix of interpretation techniques. This includes written 

panels, embroideries including a replica cope (bishop's cape) which tells the story of 

Bishop Alexander's life, illustration, audio-visual techniques, models, artefacts and 

tactile replicas. 

Groups and communities are also involved, for example, St Mary's Church Choir are 

workshopping and recording some medieval choral music which will form part of the 

castle soundscapes, and students from the School of Musical Instrument Crafts are 

making a vielle - a medieval stringed instrument. 
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